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‘KissQCOte’ Could Even
Work On The Kitchen §ink

A Florida research chemisc has
developed an all-purpose non-stick
protective coating that acls as &
cleanet and a sealant 10 be used on
numerous products, ranging from
:m;lm 10 power plants to artifi-

isl cardiac devices.

Keith Kent, chairman of Tamps-
based Kent Iotegrated Scientific
Systems Inc., receied a parent (No.
4,839,456) on the thin-fil;m polymer
called Kiss-Cote last month. Origin-
ally designed as a dental eou?“to
protext temth from plaque, Kiss-
Cote represents & new family of ro
limen. says Kent, who, untll a
chemical accident five years &0,
practiced dentistry.

Kent began testing the polymer
coaling in 1982. After minor se1-
backs—including 8 dispute in
1986 in 1'.S. Federa) District Coun
in Baltimote with Michael Fay, New
Zealand's challenger to the Amer:.
ca's Cup~—~Kent plans 10 bomberd

~ the consumer market at every leve:

with the product. He says that test-
ing of 1be pure silicone material has
proven beneficial on fabrics, woods,
metals, masonry and plastics. And
with buyout offers ¢oming in from
vinually every major chemical and
coating company in the world, Keat
is conten! to remain sliting atop |

wha: he hopes will become a promis- '

ing empire.

*We have & product that really
works, which is rather ususual 10.
day,” Kent says. "It's wipe on,
wipe off. Anybody can use it,”’ The
material will be available in nu-
merous forms, inchuding liquid and
gel forms.

BY LUCY REILLY

Kent declined 10 be specific about
the composition of the patent for
compcetitive purposes. Amordind to
the Official Gaxene of the US.
Patent and Trademark Office, the
patent is for a self-adhesive, drag-
reducing polymeric costing. The
coating is a mixtuce of silicone po-
lymer with a catalyst—enough to
polymerize all of the silicone po-

Iymer.

“The first breakihrough came
when we coated a fiber boat
bull and left it in the Gulf of Mexico
for two years,”” Kent says. *°Ii was
encrusied with barnacies mofe thap
an inch thick when we pulled it out
of the water, bul they were e3sy to
temove.”’ .

That was in 198S. Since then,
word has spread throughout the rac-
ing community of Kent's success. It
seems that Kiss-Cote accounts for a
210 7 percent increase in boat speed
Las: year, two boat speed records
were set and thres world boat
chumpti':mhips were :;n wuh::lm

i non-toxic yTner. or
m‘.!ohmon used the coating when
he won the World Superdoat
Championship with a boat owned
by real estate developer Tom Ger
1ry. The maker of Gentry's bost is
Welleraft Marine, which now uses
the coating on its fleet of racing
boats.

Based on the same prinsipal, the
polymer is under testing at Adel-
phia, N.J.-based Lightfield Am.
munitions Inc. Lightfield is the sole
U.S. licensee of velocity pene-
1ration proj or the U.S. Mar-
ineMCorpn. mﬁu company :;
conduciing iminary tests ©
Kiss-Cote at The Proofhousc, a
povernment-owned bdallistics
research lab in Birmingham, Eng-
innd, says William Cousy, Light.
fiald consultant dallistician.

Initial produet tests using 2
18-inck machine-held nine-
millimeter barrel **finds an average
increase of velocity of about 10 per-
cent uging f{Kiss-Cotel,"* Coury
says. **The indication is that there's
obvious!y something there '

Lightfield plans to conduct addi-
tional 1ests to confirm ballistic cests
for velocity downrange and deter-
mine the affects of the asrodyna-
mics of wind drag. Lightfield offi-
cials, who have been testing Kiss.
Cote for six months, discovered the
substance when Coury was attend-
ing the Grand Prix Offshore boat
races in Florida. Coury heard many
of the raceboat owners were using
Kiss-Cote as an undercoating to re-
duce boat drag. He theonzed if the
product worked on boats, the same
mncipds could be applied 10 dul-

Bullets reportedly exit faster,
travel farther and are more accurate
because of reduced wind deag, Ken:
says. In addition, if the subswance is
applied 10 the barrel itself, it won’t
corrode from gun powder use. It
also acts as & rust-proofing agen: if
used on the gun’s extericr.

“And if it works for bullets,
imagine whmt it wilk do for ais-
planes,’”” Ken: says. *“Plus, it pre-
vents ice on the airplape’s wings.*

Tampa Electric has been conduct-
ing 1e8ts with Kiss-Cote for gbout a
year. The material is expected to
eliminaie the growth of barnacies
and aigae that grow inside a power
plant’s pipes, thereby Improving the
transfer of heat. The de:ettic °c:m-
pany is expected 1o Lest the product
anoiher year before making i de-
cision.

And for car owners inisiested in
wax-perfect finishes, Kiss-Cote
promises to end the drudgery of
eadless houns of buffing. The
protective coaling has a high bead
content that surpasses wax. “You'll
never have to wax your ¢af again,"’
Kent says.

The downside, however, is that
once the polymer has been applied,
paints and adhesives won’t stick,
“I1 Jasts a long time, the lifetime of
the finish it's put on,’’ Keot says.

Privately owned Kent Integrated
Scientific Sysiems plans o perform
the R&D on additional product de-
velopment, Another Kent company,
called Kiss-Cote, will be responsid
for production of the materiait.
Kent says he expects to boid an ini-
tisl public offenng by year end. He
dec to disclose anticipated
gross income from the polymer
&o&ﬂgs, but says “‘we’re paying the



